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Sharing annotation in a system for critical reading
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Interaction with other learners is one of the indispensable activities to acquire skills in essay writing. Unlike
previous studies focused on interaction among learners based on drafts of the essay, we shed light on the interaction
among learners in problem-finding for essay writing. To utilize group reviewing among a class in finding issues from
texts, we developed a Web-based collaborative critical reading system called EMU (Emotional and Motivational
Underliner). To discover problem-finding process from text for essay writing, we analyzed usage of the EMU by
undergraduate learners of essay writing. The results suggested that learners who showed good performance at
essay writing left more comments on the annotation than ones who could not showed. Further investigation of
problem-finding process from texts for essay writing through the interaction among learners should be attempted.
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