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Eliciting critical reading by emotional tagging
on marked strings for writing activity
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Abstract Demand of ability of essay writing is increasing, and finding learning strategies of improving such
ability is important. We focused on critical reading to discovering problems for essay writing. Taking into ac-
count the studies related to writing activity in various research fields, emotional thought should contribute to
problem discovery in essay writing. We developed a Web application called EMU (Emotional and Motivational
Underliner), which enables learners to add comments on arbitrary strings with emotional tagging. We exam-
ined the influence of the emotional tagging on the EMU on learners’ critical reading. The results suggested that

the emotional tagging elicited learners’ critical attitude toward the text.
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