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Reading for problematizing with adding annotations and peer comments:
Analysis focusing on quality of peer comments
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By the recent demands for higher education reform, more and more attention has been paid to the development
of educational program to foster undergraduate students’ writing ability. We propose that, in order to do this, it
is necessary to support the process of problem finding when they read related documents. We have developed a
Web-based support system, EMU (Emotional and Motivational Underliner). It displays related documents, and
encourages students to annotate a part of documents where they are attracted by adding affective tags. Peers
can share these annotations and tags and leave peer comments on the annotations. We analyzed the quality of
essays and that of peer comments that students wrote and read. The results suggested that students who wrote
better essays tended to add more peer comments. In particular, they left more comments on the annotations that
expressed negative or skeptical attitude toward the original documents.
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