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What is acquired and deprived of by symbols and their manipulating system?
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The present study shows the consequences of acquiring symbols based on the data obtained from psychologi-
cal experiments. Symbols and their manipulation system enable us to go beyond the architectural limitations by
combining, segmenting, and structuring symbols on one hand. On the other hand, they suppress the non-symbolic
processing system, which leads to poorer encoding and retention of unarticulated, holistic information. An impor-
tant question raised by the above discussion is the possibility of interaction between the two processing systems.
Recent studies on goal contagion and problem solving with a subliminal hint indicate this possibility. How and
when these systems collaborate to produce better cognition would constitute one of the urgent issues to be explored.
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